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Edgar Tu'inukuafe : A Simplified Dictionary of Modern Tongan  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Simplified Dictionary of Modern Tongan: 

12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Helpful Tongan DictionaryBy A CustomerI purchased this book 
while in the Tonga Islands. As an American married to a Tongan who is bi-lingual, this book is the most 
comprehensive I have seen. My son and I are always looking up words, and have never had a word we have not been 
able to find. It is extremely helpful to us, and also my husband, who has lived in the U.S. for 20+ years - sometimes he 
forgets his own language.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Uninformative and lacks depthBy A 
CustomerI have been working on a Tongan grammar guide and task sheet for organizational purposes. I needed a good 
dictionary to translate some English words. This dictionary has been worthless. As a Tongan, it did not meet any of 
my expectations. For instance, it did not have translations for the following words: allergy, curious, alcohol, etc. 
Granted that all the words in the world cannot be translated, but the ones that I needed desperately were not found in 
the book. I severely regret buying this book for $27.00. I'm planning on posting this on ebay immediately. I was using 
another dictionary that is out of print. It is the volume of work by Churchward. For me, it has been the best work on 
the Tongan language. When using it, I never had a problem finding a word. I regret recommending this dictionary to 
my students and hope no one else burdens themselves with this poorly researched book.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Not as helpful as hopedBy A CustomerAlthough it is a good book for basics, it is not as 
intensive as hoped. I would recomend for someone starting out, but not someone that wants it for more then just 
coversational words, ie "Hi, how are you"
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