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John H. Chambers : A Traveller's History of Australia  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised A Traveller's History of Australia: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A Perfect EncyclopediaBy Michelle Steenland-GilbertAt first I did 
not see how this would be a good novel for someone who wants to travel but I quickly changed my mind. There is a 
lot of detail and history, with good examples and thorough coverage on every aspect of culture. You do not have to 
read it in order, so if you can easily skip around if you only want to read without feeling lost of that you are missing 
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something.The outline of the book makes sense, and it is thorough with long chapters so I would not suggest it for a 
light read to rest your mind. But, if you want a small compact book that has everything you need to know about 
Australia and how it came to be, this is your book. Well written and highly recommended.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. OKBy Ellen EdwardsA bit tedious but good info.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Four StarsBy John B. CromieThis small volume ranks at or near the top of numerous otheraccounts of 
Australian history and current attractions.

Essential reading for travelers who wish to enjoy the amazing diversity of Australia, this book outlines the history of 
that great southern democracy from the arrival of the earliest Aborigines some fifty or sixty thousand years ago to the 
present. The ancient Aboriginal way of life is described; early European sightings; and the establishment of the British 
convict colony in 1788, which dragged the continent into the modern world. The dynamic story of Australia in the 
twentieth century, its role in two world wars, the post-war discoveries of huge mineral deposits, its courting of Asia in 
recent decades, the return of vast areas of land to the Aborigines, and its confident cultural vibrancy in wine, food, 
film, and art are also examined.

.com Most travel guides strive to be all things to all people. Refreshingly, the Traveller's History of Australia does one 
thing and does it well, giving the reader a thorough, if occasionally dry, sketch of Australia's land, people, and history. 
It's especially strong when handling Australia's 53,000 years of precolonial history--the continent's geographical and 
biological anomalies and the history and customs of its aboriginal peoples are usually given short shrift in the 
thumbnail histories provided by most travel guides. A handy "historical gazetteer" firmly ties the book's historical 
themes to the places travelers will actually visit. There are even whimsical appendices explaining why boomerangs 
return and what makes kangaroos hop. A boon for the curious, thoughtful traveler, this history is an excellent way to 
enhance your understanding (and enjoyment) of your destination. --Andrew NielandFrom the Back CoverCroatia, 
quite simply, is blessed with some of the most spectacular scenery on the planet and in recent years has become a 
favorite tourist destination. A Traveller?s History of Croatia offers travelers an inside look at the complex roots of 
Croatian history?and the many influences they will see on its towns, ports and islands?from the earliest time to the 
present. One definite conclusion can be drawn about Croatia in the twenty-first century: this is the best time in all of 
Croatian history. The country is independent, democratic, with a stable economy, and it has established itself as one of 
the world?s most coveted tourist destinations.About the Author'Dr Chambers is a first rate storyteller.' Not only an 
excellent writer, Dr Chambers has passed more than half his life in Australia and has travelled extensively in the 
Pacific. As a teacher in Australia he had to offer NZ history as a special topic and has also worked in New Zealand. He 
has 5 degrees from universities and colleges on 3 continents and is the author of A Traveller's History of Australia. If 
the book is commissioned he will visit and make a long stay in NZ to conduct new research 


