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4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. very interesting but why no Burma?By Glenn A. AuveThis is a very 
interesting book that gives a good overview of the history of SE Asia. For the most part I like the way it is organized 
although sometimes it does jump back and forth in time a bit. But the one huge glaring error is the decision to 
eliminate Burma from the book altogether. I think this was a huge mistake, especially given how intertwined the 
histories of the countries/kingdoms of the mainland of SE Asia are to one another. The Thais and the Burmese fought 
each other for centuries over their territories. And of course they were colonized by the Brits and now of course the 
situation there for the last 40 years is a pretty important story. The decision to cut the Philippines out is less 
problematic to me.I was also not as interested in the islands' (Malaysia and Indonesia) histories as the authors are as I 
am more focused on the mainland, but it is thorough in covering the whole region.However, even with those omissions 
it is certainly a good starting point for the visitor to SEA or the student of history of the region.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. OK book to read on the plane to SE AsiaBy HHughesIt is an OK little book, and covers a lot 
of ground... Would buy it again (partly because of the paucity of other choices) - but it is a bit incoherent, jumps from 
subject to subject and leaves one quite confused at times. Poor Messrs. Barwise and White had a monstrous task to 
accomplish - condensing so much history in a tiny volume; perhaps this undertaking could not ever be successfully 
completed! - and hence sometimes his decision to keep in or omit certain events appear a bit whimsical.But all in all, I 
do wholeheartedly recommend this book if you are going to SE Asia for a couple of weeks, and want to have some 
historic context.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great book!By Jane GerardI'm planning a trip to the 
area. It was very interesting and informative to me. I highly recommend this book to other travelers.

From the early Christian era in Europe, Southeast Asia was known as the "Land of Gold." It is a region blessed with a 
rich diversity of cultures, peoples, and scenery. A Traveller's History of Southeast Asia is a lucid and concise 
introduction to the histories of the modern states of Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, 
Singapore, Brunei, and East Timor, providing an essential guide for both tourists and the general reader. It spans the 
history of the region from "Java Man" some one million years ago to the development of the high-tech, skyscraper 
cities of the new millennium.Following chapters on the physical environment and the earliest human history of 
Southeast Asia, the authors carry the reader through the classical kingdoms that produced such architectural marvels as 
Borobudur in Java and Angkor Wat in Cambodia. The book further explores Southeast Asia's growing trade with the 
outside world from 1500 culminating in colonization by the European imperial powers in the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. The struggles for independence in the last century-which made the modern nations of the region-are 
discussed in detail, as are the dramatic and tragic events of the post-independence era such as the Vietnam War and the 
Cambodia genocide. The remarkable successes and failings of the region's recent economic development are 
highlighted in the final chapter. Above all, A Traveller's History of Southeast Asia shows how the region's soul has 
been preserved against tremendous external pressures.
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