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Melville C Branch : Atlas of Rare City Maps: Compar ative Urban Design, 1830-1842 before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Atlas of Rare City Maps: Comparative Urban
Design, 1830-1842:

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Gave it to City AdministratorBy Gregory BunchDiscovered Atlas of
Rare City Maps at Micawber books in Princeton, NJ. The college student/clerk said it was her favorite book in the
store. | read it. Loved it. Gave it to the City Administrator in our town. He's so delighted by it that, after skimming it,
he decided to read it one city at atime; like amorning devotional reading!O of 1 people found the following review
helpful. Five StarsBy Elizabeth Lopezlt is very informative. .16 of 16 people found the following review helpful.
Comparative designBy A CustomerThis book contains some of the loveliest reproductions of old maps | have ever
scene. Aside from the beautiful pictures, the author includes interesting and valuable commentary to help the reader
understand these city plansin the context of history and geography. All those interested in urban design should read
the eloquent forward of this book. It would be highly beneficial if more of our political leaders, and just peoplein
general, understood this erain urban design- the end of the traditional and the beginning of the modern. With the help
of this book, perhaps we can bring about a new commitment to intelligent and beautiful urban planning for the future.

The map-plansin this collection of forty citiesin Europe, Russia, the United States, and Asiawere first published in
the mid- nineteenth century by England's Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge. These maps were al
commissioned and drawn within a period of thirteen years, presenting a unigque opportunity to compare urban
development among 40 citiesin 19 countries at one moment in time. An exquisite feast for the eye, the hand-colored,
hand-lettered steel engravings are artistic masterpieces in themselves, representative of an era of exceptiona artisanal
skill. They are reproduced herein fine detail in an oversized format. The Atlas of Rare City Maps includes both well-
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known European and American cities such as Amsterdam, London, Madrid, Moscow, New Y ork, and Venice, as well
as smaller cities like Calcutta, Edinburgh, Hamburg, Lisbon, Marseille, Parma, and Stockholm. An introductory essay
by Melville C. Branch discusses the historical evolution of urban design, and provides a background on engraving
techniques. Branch also eval uates each map-plan, remarking on the details of each engraving and the evolution of the
forms of the cities, their histories, and demographic characteristics. This rare collection first appeared in its modern
form twenty years ago in alimited edition (Arno Press); long out of print, this book has been much sought after by
architects, urban planners, and map enthusiasts everywhere. Princeton Architectural Pressis proud to make available
once again this valuable resource.

.com For the visual historians among us, An Atlas of Rare City Mapsis a cartographic feast. It presents 40 map plans
of citiesin Europe, Russia, the United States, and Asia--all published in the 19th century by England's Society for the
Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, and all commissioned and drawn within a period of 13 years. See Munich, Calcuitta,
Dublin, and Warsaw, Madrid, Moscow, and New Y ork as they once were, and relish the hand-colored, hand-lettered
steel engravings. The maps are artistic gems, representative of an era of skill, and reproduced in fine detail.From
Library Journal Princeton Architectural, dist. by Chronicle. 1997. 102p. illus. maps. LC Copyright 1998 Reed Business
Information, Inc.From The New Y orker"Melville C. Branch's 'An Atlas of Rare City Maps,' which offers city plans,
commissioned by England's Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, of forty nineteenth century metropolises.
In these hand colored engravings, which the Society described as 'of unexampled cheapness, yet finished in the best
manner,’ historically battered cities like Warsaw and Calcutta have never looked better."



