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Barry E. Schwar zel, Ayer Historical Commission : Ayer (Images of America) before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ayer (Images of America):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Robertlike home0 of 0 people found the following
review helpful. My book about AyerBy Brenda Paschalll have alwaysloved Ayer. | was an Army brat my dad was
station at Ft. Devenstwice. | got to finish school in Ayer in 1975 which | think was the best time to be living
there...Alot of history up there and | want to learn all about it now...Wonderful place to call homeif | didn't livein
Texas now..0 of O people found the following review helpful. A great book on AyerBy Richardhis book is a great
compilationof lifein Ayer in the earlier years. Lots of photos like all Images of Americaa books.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0738591521

Had it not been for the building of the railroads in the 1840s, Ayer may not have been established. Originally called
South Groton, the town thrived as tanneries, vinegar factories, sawmills, and other industries settled in the area. The
rapid economic development and population growth led to the formation of the Town of Ayer in 1871, named for Dr.
James Cook Ayer, aproducer of hair tonic and patent medicines who had donated money to the town. Ayer thrived,
becoming arail hub for transporting goods and passengers. In 1917, the War Department leased local land to build a
new Army training area, Camp Devens, and its opening greatly boosted both Ayer's population and economy. The
name changed from Camp Devensto Fort Devensin 1931. Since the closing of Fort Devensin 1996 and the |oss of
the local support- and service-oriented economy, Ayer has relied on its manufacturing economy to grow and thrive
with help from the new commercial and industrial complex at the former Fort Devens site. In addition to Pan Am
Southern railroad facilities, Ayer is home to Cain's food products, the Pepsi Bottling Company, and other
manufacturing facilities.

About the AuthorBarry E. Schwarzel's family has lived in Ayer for more than 100 years. He is a member of the Ayer
Historical Commission, amunicipal board that is committed to preserving and sharing Ayer's history.



