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Don McDonald, Los Altos History Museum : Early Los Altos and Los Altos Hills (Images of America)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Early Los Altos and Los Altos 
Hills (Images of America): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Very Little About Los Altos HillsBy Brian HoltzThere is very little 
here about Los Altos Hills, but the book is excellent in covering the history of Los Altos.0 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Two StarsBy J. CowanIt's a copy and paste off of Wikepedia.0 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Four StarsBy Judy caleyJust fine, thanks

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0738580104


Los Altos would never have existed if not for the Southern Pacific Railroad. Since the 1850s, Los Altos, Spanish for 
heights or foothills, was the name generally applied to the two ranchos (San Antonio and La Purisima Concepcion) 
between Palo Alto and Mountain View southwest of El Camino Real. In 1906, visionaries Paul Shoup, who worked 
for the railroad, and Walter Clark, a Mountain View real estate developer, saw the potential to turn Sarah Winchesters 
ranch near Stanford University into an ideal San Francisco suburb. They would capitalize on new commutersthose 
who wanted to live in comfort in the country but work in the city. Slowly, a new town grew in influence well beyond 
its original Altos Land Company plat, realizing tremendous postWorld War II expansion. Now two communities 
solidly embedded in Silicon Valley, Los Altos and Los Altos Hills share a school system, downtown shopping, 
libraries, and water system, as well as a history of interesting people.

About the AuthorDon McDonald, longtime volunteer at the Los Altos History Museum, has been passionate about 
local history for over 30 years, weaving each new piece of information into an ever-expanding story. Learn more about 
the Los Altos History Museum and its programs at www.losaltoshistory.org. 


