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Javier Reverte : El rio de la desolacion / The river of desolation (Spanish Edition)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised El rio de la desolacion / The river of desolation 
(Spanish Edition): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An engaging yet hollow account of a riverine grand journeyBy 
Kaibab1This book --a series of quick sketches-- was a disappointment despite the compelling topic. Traveling one of 
the greatest bodies of water, the from its sources in the high Andes and its tributaries to the Atlantic, the author 
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describes the journey in a series of mostly superficial observations that never go beyond very light reading. 
Conversations with the many persons met along the watery way are short, vapid and tell us little about the hardy men 
and women who inhabit these vast lands. There are plenty of flashbacks that draw on direct and indirect quotations 
from history books but, for instance, we learn more about Aguirre ("Wrath of God"), he of colonial days, than present-
day inhabitants of these challenging lands. Also, the fact-checking can get sloppy; the Portuguese phrases are often 
misspelled and the map that illustrates the trip lacks many of the mentioned sites and gets place-name spellings wrong 
(e.g., "cacheira" for "cachoeira"). Like a dwindling waterway that otherwise might make the land bloom, this book 
sadly fails to rise to the occasion.

El decisivo viaje de Reverte por el ro Amazonas, en el que estuvo al borde de la muerte. La narracin deslumbrante, 
sabia y certera, de una de las experiencias ms decisivas en la vida de este escritor que ha hecho del viaje su filosofa de 
vida. El Amazonas en todo su esplendor y tenebrosidad.


