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Alfred Lansing : Endurance: Shackleton's I ncredible Voyage before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and all praised Endurance: Shackleton's Incredible V oyage:

151 of 157 people found the following review helpful. A True Life Adventure Expedition Stand OutBy Jess
HayesWithin the genre of real life adventure books, Endurance is definitely a stand out. | am lucky to have a brother
who regularly reads about explorers and wilderness adventures and recommends to me only the best of the best. Other
must-reads in the genre are The Long Walk (though that turns out to be most likely fiction so | no longer recommend
it), Into the Wild, and Arctic Adventure: My Life in the Frozen North. Endurance tells the true story of Ernest
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Shakleton and his crew's ill-fated and legendary expedition to Antarctica. It was likely one of history's best outcomes
for what was essentially a disaster.At the time of launching, Shakleton's expedition was history's most extensively
planned exploratory trip to Antarctic, complete with a photographer, scientists, carpenters and engineers (acrew of 27
in total). Shakleton's goal was to transverse and study Antarctic. When they set off in 1914, this expedition was the
pride of the United Kingdom. Shakleton was the toast of the town for his bravery and expertise. For his bravery heis
still toasted, but his polar expertise proved to be lacking. The ship he guided was no match for the South Pole's
crushing cold and ice. Soon after arriving, the Endurance was stuck in ice, absolutely unable to move. The crew
salvaged what it could and was forced to make do with dwindling supplies and provisions, eventually eating some of
their beloved dogs.| won't dampen your reading pleasure by giving away too much of the unfolding events, but
through a combination of amazing resourcefulness, outstanding leadership, and ultimately incredible luck on the part
of Shakleton, the whole crew survived without a single life lost. Naturally, there was an abundance of suffering along
the way, but also an impressive amount of team spirit and toughness. The book isinspirational and a quiet page
turner.Please note, the "quiet page turner” part. Endurance is definitely an engrossing read, and once you get into it,
you won't want to put it down. | found the book starts a bit on the slow side, at least for al its fanfare, but don't give up
if you aren't immediately bowled over. You'll be justly rewarded if you stick with it.1 of 1 people found the following
review helpful. One of the great adventure stories of our time.By Julee RudolfBecause of author Alfred Lansings
skilled storytelling, readers who tackle Shackletons Incredible Voyage will feel as close to the action as afly on the
wall of, say, their ship, the Endurance, or one of the tents they were forced to use as shelter once the ice through which
they were traveling had crushed the vessel, sending into the sea.In writing the book, Lansing had access to
crewmembers journals and interviewed nearly all of the men who were aive at that time. And it shows. Descriptions
of scenery, harrowing events and even the details of daily (shipboard, icebound, ship-less) life paint a picture of a
series of seemingly miraculous events that took place between the date of their departure on December 5, 1914 and the
rescue of the last of the survivors on August 30, 2016. Only six weeks into the voyage, Endurance becomes trapped in
ice. Therest of the story isthat of 28 men struggling to survive in the cold near the South Pole. The mens journal
entries show that in spite of many instance during which their situation seemed dire, they rose to the challenge each
and every time one presented itself. And because they were candid about what took place from day to day (and with
plenty of time on their handsto write), readers learn about the personality and character of nearly every one of them,
which adds to its appeal. Best of the book: Lansings superb storytelling, which allows readers a birds eye view into the
life of these men who showed, day after day, week after week, month after month, that they had the right stuff. Also
excellent: Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer, Shadow Divers by Robert Kurson and The Perfect Storm by Sebastian
Junger.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Y ou must buy this book. | guarantee you will likeit! Itisa
truly inspiring story of courage, fortitude, and determination.By Roger Mitchell Thisis the incredible true story of an
explorer / sea captain's efforts to save his crew after his sailing ship became locked in the ice of the Weddel Sea. just
off Antarctica. As his ship was being crushed into splinters by the seaice, Captain Shackleton led his crew across
hundreds of miles of frozen ice, while pulling three small boats. After weeks of incredible hardship, they finally
reached Elephant Island, the northern most point in the long Antarctic Peninsula..Here Shackleton chose afew of his
strongest sailors, and they set off rowing one of the three boats to seek help from a British Whaling Station some 600
milesto the east on South Georgia lsland.. The remaining men, more than 20 of them e left on arocky spit of land 25
feet wide by 200 yards long . Those crew members who remained behind,overturned the other two boats and used
them as a shelter. |.had the honor of visiting the place afew years ago..Buy. this book folks. It isatruly an inspiring
story of courage and determination. 1 |

In August 1914, polar explorer Ernest Shackleton boarded the Endurance and set sail for Antarctica, where he planned
to cross the last uncharted continent on foot. In January 1915, after battling its way through a thousand miles of pack
ice and only aday's sail short of its destination, the Endurance became locked in an island of ice. Thus began the
legendary ordeal of Shackleton and his crew of twenty-seven men. For ten months the ice-moored Endurance drifted
northwest before it was finally crushed between two ice floes. With no options left, Shackleton and a skeleton crew
attempted a near-impossible journey over 850 miles of the South Atlantic's heaviest seas to the closest outpost of
civilization. Their survival, and the survival of the men they left behind, depended on their small lifeboat successfully
finding the island of South Georgia-atiny dot of land in avast and hostile ocean. In Endurance, the definitive account
of Ernest Shackleton's fateful trip, Alfred Lansing brilliantly narrates the harrowing and miraculous voyage that has
defined heroism for the modern age.

"One of the most gripping, suspenseful, intense stories anyone will ever read." Chicago Tribune'Riveting." The New
Y ork Times'Without a doubt this painstakingly written authentic adventure story will rank as one of the classic tales
of the heroic age of exploration." Christian Science Monitor"Grit in the face of seemingly insurmountable
adversity."Wall Street Journal"[An] incomparabletelling of Shackleton's travails."Mary Roach, New Y ork Times
Book From the Inside Flap'A superb account of the greatest survival story of our time' - Chris Bonington The story of



Ernest Shackleton's epic journey to cross the Antarctic overland has now been turned into four hours of gripping
television with Kenneth Branagh playing Shackleton. Shackleton's mission failed, but the resulting adventure became
one of the most celebrated accounts of man's survival against unbelievable odds. In August 1914 the Endurance set
sail for the South Atlantic. In October 1915, still half a continent away from their objective, the ship was trapped, then
crushed in the ice. Twelve hundred miles away from land, drifting on ice packs, Shackleton and his men survived the
next five months on adiet of dogs, penguins and seals. When the ship eventually sank they were forced to escape by
lifeboat. Shackleton then travelled another 850 milesin an open boat across the stormiest ocean in the world to reach
help. Every single man got home safely. Miraculously, throughout this ordeal, the expedition's photographer, Frank
Hurley, protected his negatives and photographs from destruction. It is these extraordinary photographs that are among
those produced in thisillustrated edition of Alfred Lansing's harrowing and inspiring classic.About the AuthorAlfred
Lansing (19211975) was a native of Chicago. After serving more than five yearsin the Navy, he enrolled at
Northwestern University, where he studied journalism. Until 1949 he edited a weekly newspaper in lllinois, later
joined the United Press, and eventually became a freelance writer.



