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James Lawson : Evacuate!  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Evacuate!: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Truth Beats FictionBy rbsf123Lawson's book would be great 
geopolitical fiction -- that it is true makes it even more gripping. Of particular interest to me was how the crisis was 
driven in large part by the U.S and British governments knowing refusal to acknowledge the Shah's imminent downfall 
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and assist in the evacuation of their citizens. If not for Lawson's and others heroic efforts many lives might have been 
lost. This was a fast paced tale and entertaining read that was hard to put down (finished in two sittings). Highly 
recommended.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Timely and Fascinating BookBy P. SchneiderThe 
timely release of the fast moving, fascinating book, Evacuate, casts light on a pivotal moment in the struggle between 
Islam and western culture. Taking place in the oil fields of Iran just before the fall of the Shah, the challenges facing 
expatriates working for oil companies were rife with danger and intrigue, requiring courage and fortitude. It is a 
compelling story, featuring eyewitness accounts of the unraveling of diplomatic, commercial and human relationships 
between the middle east and the west.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Must ReadBy JoJoI found 
Evacuate to be a well-written dramatic story. It vividly described the differences between the cultural life of the 
Iranians as compared to that of the ex-pats. I could visualise the characters as I read and did not want to put the book 
down. It's interesting to note that the problems then with the oil companies, continues today - an enjoyable and timely 
book.

At stake was up to 5 million barrels a day of high-grade crude oil. At risk were the lives of 1,300 employees of the 
major oil companies and their families working in Iran in December 1978, when revolutionaries overthrew the Shah 
and wanted everything that went with him - including Western oil personnel - out of the country, or dead. At the helm 
was the author of this personal and highly revealing memoir. A Scottish lawyer working for the French oil company, 
Total, in Ahwaz, he had to draw on every inner resource - and unknown telex skills - to airlift his wife, friends, 
colleagues and others safely out of Iran, first to Abadan and thence to Bahrain and Athens. A senior American 
manager had already been murdered. These were anxious times for expatriate communities on the Gulf. Evacuate! is 
essentially a story of frontier life in a state run by a dictatorial Shah that tragically turned back the clock and submitted 
to clerical rule under Khomeini. As Centurion tanks and troops filled the streets, to be replaced by armed thugs 
chanting death slogans to Westerners, the author laboured night and day to organise a safe way out. Especially relevant 
today, his story will appeal to petroleum buffs everywhere, to expatriates, and to lovers of that beautiful and misguided 
country - Iran.


