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Stephen Roberts Holt : Manchester-by-the-Sea (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Manchester-by-the-Sea (Images of America): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This is not the book I wanted to purchase. ...By CustomerThis is not 
the book I wanted to purchase. I wanted the book Manchester By the Sea which the Movie of the same name was 
based after.6 of 16 people found the following review helpful. One StarBy CustomerTHOUGHT IT WAS A BOOK 
WITH A STORY LINE.

Manchester-by-the-Sea is known today for its historic summer colony, made famous by the rich and illustrious seeking 
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relief from the sweltering city. Its sandy beaches, rocky irregular coastline, and cool breezes provided the perfect 
habitat for massive summer cottages. Presidents, ambassadors, Brahmans, and robber barons escaped, with a full staff 
of servants, to an exclusive enclave where they romanticized an idealized past. Prominent artists captured the idyllic 
environment on canvas, the most famous being Winslow Homers painting of Singing Beach. Originally farmers, the 
first colonists learned to build boats, fish, and trade along the coastal waters, becoming clipper ship captains in the late 
18th century. Located on Bostons famous North Shore, Manchester-by-the-Sea remains a quiet, isolated place enjoyed 
by residents and tourists alike.

Title: Manchester added to 'Images of America' Author: Cameron KittlePublisher: Gloucester Daily Times Date: 
6/10/09Since Roger Conant settled the first colony on Cape Ann in 1623, relatives of Stephen Roberts Holt have been 
the architectural minds behind many homes and buildings in Manchester.His lineage traces back 383 years, to 1626, 
when one of his ancestors first built a home at Jeffrey's Creek.Talk about a family business.Holt, an architect himself, 
has used his family's history and help from the Manchester Historical Society to produce the latest book in Arcadia 
Publishing's Images of America series, "Manchester-by-the-Sea." The book was released to the public on Monday, and 
is now on sale at local retailers and online bookstores. Previously published books in the series from the area have 
included Gloucester and Rockport, Essex Shipbuilding and Hamilton.The book was written for every coffee table in 
town, Holt said. It includes 127 pages of historic pictures, paintings and drawings that date back to the town's earliest 
years in the 17th century more than 200 photos in all."I felt that there's a bit of good scholarship that's been done on 
Manchester, but I wanted to do something that's visual, easy to pick up and give some history of the area," Holt 
said.Holt said he's been thinking about the book for years, and called it "long overdue." He added, however, that it 
only took him about a year to gather all of the documents and information in the book and then put it together the way 
he envisioned it."It was a tough job," he said. "I hope I captured the spirit of Manchester in an easy-to-read little 
volume."The book's cover shows a sepia-toned family in 1915 having a picnic on Singing Beach in front of Eagle 
Head. It's a photograph from Holt's personal collection that reveals exactly the kind of "wonderful material" he said 
was able to draw from."Buildings become part of a tangible history, and, as an architect, I think of what's left of the 
buildings as art," he said.To accompany the book, Arcadia Publishing has used antique, black-and-white pictures of 
notable places in Manchester to produce 15 historic postcards that explore the town's past and show why Manchester is 
"representative of the New England character," as Holt said.Holt was born in 1939 in Manchester, and spent his 
childhood summers at the beaches with his grandparents. He found his roots in the small town before graduating from 
the Yale School of Architecture and then returning to direct his own firm, now located on 24 Bridge St."I want to give 
credit to the Manchester Historical Society and all the people who gave their pictures to them," said Holt, who 
mentioned that the book would have been impossible without the society's help.Despite producing a book for the town 
of Manchester to treasure, Holt said his passion still lies with architecture, and there's nothing that will keep him from 
the continuing the family business."It's so much a part of me, making buildings and renovating buildings," he said. "I 
don't plan on ever stopping."About the AuthorStephen Roberts Holts roots in Manchester-by-the-Sea date back to 
1626, when one of his ancestors built a home at Jeffreys Creek. Successive generations continued to build and shape 
the town, and in 1880, Roberts and Hoare, builders of Manchesters Gilded Age estates, was founded by his great-
grandfather. Holt is a distinguished architect whose firm is in Manchester-by-the-Sea. 


