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Theresa Maggio : Mattanza: Love and Death in the Sea of Sicily  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mattanza: Love and Death in the Sea of Sicily: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Another must-read about SicilyBy Karen E. DatkoI did not 
anticipate that I would find the story of the mattanza off the island of Favignana so fascinating. The book is about this 
ancient style of tuna harvest, the men who carry on the tradition, and the reasons why the mattanza is fading into 
history. Reading this book will make you want to plunk yourself down on Favignana and stay there with the local 
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folks, as Theresa Maggio did. She calls it her home away from home. I was sad when I reached the end of the book 
because I wanted to keep reading her wonderful account.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy Andrea Carla SantosIt arrived on time and the history is amazing!0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy Kathryn ThewesI WOULD LOVE TO READ THIS BOOK. MOST OF MY FAMILY IS 
FROM SICILY. KATHY BILELLO THEWES

In 1986, love drew Theresa Maggio to Favignana, an island just off the coast of Sicily. There the young journalist 
encountered the mysterious world of the tonnara-the ritual trapping and killing of bluefin tuna in the Mediterranean 
Sea-and the mattanza, the stunning, bloody climax of the fishing season when the huge fish are wrestled from the sea 
and killed. Mattanza is the riveting story of Maggio's annual return to witness this timeless struggle between man and 
the sea. An alluring blend of memoir, history, and travelogue, Mattanza documents an insular and exotic world where 
the tonnara continues according to ancient ritual even as modern fishing methods edge it towards extinction.


