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Abby Phillips Metzger : Meander Scars: Reflections on Healing the Willamette River  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Meander Scars: Reflections on Healing the 
Willamette River: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Metzger 's insightful Meander ScarsBy M. L. PhillipsMetzger's 
blend of science and personal insights is refreshing. Her writing style is easy to read without sacrificing detail.ML 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=087071726X


MacGregor0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent ecological review of the Willamette River and 
watershed.By MS Power UserThis is a well-written review of the demise of the Willamette River. Metzger also offers 
personal, philosophical insights that are thought provoking.The only reason that I rated this down was that from the 
"teaser" description, I was expecting more of a historical treatise of the river and its valley. I am researching the 
history of early settlement of the valley, and was hoping to find more (and older) accounts than were offered; and 
hopefully back to the 1830's - '40's.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Philosophical and personalBy 
Loren GerigOnly half way through but so far, the book contains a bit more philosophy than I was expecting. I was 
hoping for more information on land use laws and conservation policy impacts.

Abby Phillips Metzgers book of personal stories recounts a forgotten Oregon river, the Willamette, as it was before 
white settlement. Once a rich network of channels and sloughs, the Willamette today bears the scars of development 
and degradation.Yet, through canoe trips and intimate explorations of the river, Metzger discovers glints of resiliency: 
a beaver trolling through a slough, native fish in quiet backwaters, and strong currents that carry undertones of the 
wild Willamette. Together with tales from farmers and scientists alike, these experiences lead Metzger to ask whether 
something scarred can fully heal, and whether a disjointed river can be whole again.A story of re-discovery as told by 
a learner, Meander Scars will appeal to readers of literary nonfiction, river advocates, naturalists, and outdoor 
enthusiasts interested in sustaining healthy river systems for themselves, their children, and beyond.

Metzgers keen insights spring from a lifetime of direct observation while growing up along the river and recording its 
most subtle changes and the impact of the scarring in the eco-region it passes through. Written with passion and grace, 
the book is, in a sense, a love story for a once-wild river now tamed. Metzger asks, Who gives us permission to 
intervene? She concludes that in the great web of history, nature will ultimately decide, and that we humans are left 
only to imagine. Carol Ann Bassett, author of Galpagos at the Crossroads: Pirates, Biologists, Tourists, and 
Creationists Battle for Darwins Cradle of Evolution 


