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Colbert C. Held, John Thomas Cummings : Middle East Patterns: Places, Peoples, and Politics  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Middle East Patterns: Places, 
Peoples, and Politics: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Unless this is a required textbook for a class, don't waste your 
money!By RubnThe maps have no color, and they are not high quality (it is very hard to make things out). It also just 
throws random facts and creates a storyline. It isn't true geography in my opinion.I honestly learned more from 
Googling than by looking at this book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy RashidIt came 
in good condition with no tears! Overall excellent1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813344018


EncyclopediaBy CustomerShort of understanding Islamic history - nothing else could explain the middle eastern 
countries better. I am basing my review however on the 4th edition, it was soo good, when I discovered a revised 
edition was out - I had to get it for reference.

Now in its fifth edition, Middle East Patterns continues to be the most comprehensive and authoritative geographical 
study of the region. New coauthor John Thomas Cummings joins Colbert C. Held in updating this classic work while 
retaining the well-received framework of past editions. The authors first cover the Middle East from a topical 
perspective, considering the region's biophysical, ethnographic, economic, and geopolitical patterns, and then provide 
in-depth country-by-country coverage. The fifth edition maintains the book's distinctive focus on geography, natural 
resources, and land-use patterns while integrating updated comparative material on development economics and 
political economy throughout the book, as well as new sections on terrorism and piracy and the effects of development 
on women's health issues. Richly illustrated with more than 100 photos and 60 maps, this acclaimed book remains the 
best accessible resource for students and general readers who seek to understand the spatial dynamics of the Middle 
East.

"A fine sourcebook and text on the Middle East. The Professional GeographerIf there is one book to read this year on 
the Middle East, this is the one! Choiceinformative and instructive about a fascinating region. Middle East Quarterly 


