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George Mikes : Milk and honey: Israel explored  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Milk and honey: Israel explored: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Beekeeping information badly researchedBy Lan the Answer 
ManAlthough I'm a big fan of Faye Kellerman, I thought Milk and Honey, the third installment in the Decker/Lazarus 
series fell down in one area, and it made me suspect the quality of Kellerman's research in other areas.I'm a hobbyist 
beekeeper, and even though I'm not an expert on the subject the information on beekeeping in Milk and Honey is way 
off target. Without giving anything away, a 2-year-old child is found wandering around alone in a residential 
development, and what appears at first to be a rash on her arms leads Decker and other detectives to two families of 
beekeepers near L.A.At one point in the novel one of the characters, by banging on the hives, gets the honeybees from 
a number of different hives to fly out, join together and chase Pete Decker and his partner. The bees are described as 
flying out and coalescing in a big swarm that chase the detectives. This is ridiculous. Bees simply don't act that way. 
The only bees that might possibly act that way are Africanized bees, which were not in California in any numbers 
when this novel was written in 1990. Also, the bees are sometimes describing as "biting." Bees don't bite; the worker 
bees sting.There are many other little things in the novel that show Kellerman didn't do much if any research on 
beekeeping. First, I've rarely heard a beekeeper refer to a "honey farm." For one thing, in California in particular much 
of the money in beekeeping is in renting hives for pollination for almond growers and for growers of other nut and 
fruit trees; selling honey is often just a sideline to the real money in pollination and in selling nucs, live bees and 
queens to other beekeepers. For another, the professional beekeepers in the book are described as always wearing veils 
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and gloves. Even very experienced beekeepers often do wear veils, because bees can fly into the orifices in one's 
face -- eyes, nose, mouth and eyes -- and sometimes other protective gear, but many if not most pros don't use gloves 
because it makes it more difficult for the beekeeper to work with hives without accidentally killing bees if their hands 
are covered in thick gloves.These are just a few of the bee facts in this novel that don't ring true to anyone who has 
spent time around bees or who has researched them.I understand that is a mystery novel, not a book on beekeeping, 
but the lack of good research in this area makes me wonder about in what other areas the research may be weak.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Milk and Honey - Faye KillermanBy Ruth MetzMilk and Honey is quite 
interesting and goes off in many different story lines, the affair with Decker and Rina, the religious end of the 
relationship, the police work that Decker is involved in of finding the baby and not being able to locate any family till 
quite a few pages into the book. Also, relationship between Decker and Abel and reliving their days fought in Viet 
Nam and the scars they both brought back coming home from the war. The confrontation towards the end of the book 
between the both of them is very intense and you get to see what actually happened and they feel that way they do 
about each other.I had never read Faye Kellerman books, but will start looking into them if the carrier of p.o. 
gentlemen Decker I found the book very exciting and will certainly follow this author again.Ruth 
Metzruty6@rcn.comViet Nam, which scarred both their lives, more so, Abel as he could'n live and did not choose to, 
atter losing his leg. I have read 90% of the book and hop to finish it today.Have always heard of Faye Kellerman 
books, mow will be looking for them again,1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. ConfusingBy Marijane 
McbrideI think the story all around was okay, but the book was very confusing to me. I understand the case and how 
they go about solving it, but things jumped around so much that I was often lost as to what was going on. For example, 
in one scene, Decker and his partner are at the foster home where the little girl Decler found was taken until they could 
find who she belonged to and her aunt is there with them to pick up the child. The foster mother Sophia brings the 
baby into the aunt and the scene is dramatic with the baby calling for her mama and the aunt not knowing what to tell 
her. The next sentence is one of the other detectives at the office in the middle of a conversation with Decker. This 
happened a lot throughout the book. Also, unless one is Jewish and/or understands Jewish religious terms, they will be 
lost on so much of it being added to the story. However, it was not only a murder mystery, but also a sweet love story 
between Decker and Rina. Basically, a fairly good story, but also confusing which made it hard to really get into for 
me.
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