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Colin Thubron : Mirror to Damascus  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Mirror to Damascus: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A master right from the startBy ECBI read a hardbound library copy. 
This is, I believe, Thubron's first travel book, researched and written when he was in his twenties. A precocious writer, 
he hit the ground running with a whimsical, idiosyncratic style and immense erudition. No trouble keeping my 
attention all the way through. He has been prolific and in my memory has maintained his performances at a very 
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reliable level.13 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Prophetically BrilliantBy AA GreeceEven though it 
is more than 40 years old, this book evokes Damascus, and the history of Syria, with such detail that it can be seen as a 
prediction for the troubles of today. And then there is the language; measured, appropriate, beautiful.2 of 3 people 
found the following review helpful. Compulsory reading for those who wish to ave some understanding ...By Bill 
VCompulsory reading for those who wish to ave some understanding of Syria and its neighbours prior to the current 
disaster.

This is a book describing the historical sights that await the traveller of Damascus. The author, Colin Thubron, has 
built up a following with his travel writing on places in the world least understood by people.

"One of the oldest, most mysterious and fascinating cities in the world has found a worthy biographer: a rare event and 
one not to be missed" * Sunday Times * "One of the most subtly beautiful books about a city I have ever read" -- Jan 
Morris "Colin Thubron writes in a classical style of grave beauty, with an intense feeling for place and people" * New 
York Times * "From the earliest legend to the latest coup, Mirror to Damascus reflects every discoverable facet of the 
city... a quite exceptional travel writer" * Daily Telegraph * "One of the great merits of Mr Thubron's admirable book 
is that he balances this tribute to a place of which he is clearly very fond with the harsh facts of history... he was 
always moved by the best motives - curiosity and affection" * The Times *About the AuthorColin Thubron is the 
master of classic travel writing and a previous winner of the Thomas Cook Travel Book Award. His books include: 
Among the Russians; Behind the Wall; The Lost Heart of Asia and In Siberia. 


