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Nicholas Perry : Mountain View (Images of America: California)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mountain View (Images of America: California): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Book on Mountain View, CalifBy Fish GeekI thought I heard 
everything I needed to know about Mountain View from my cousins who grew up there. After reading this book I 
added some bits of information to there stories and then showed them this book. I let my first cousin borrow it and 
then her brothers got it and I never saw it again. But I just got to read it a few times before it disappeared. Great Book 
on Mountain View, Ca3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. An exceptionally good title in this seriesBy 
Ryoji WatanabeI love any opportunity to get my hands on local history; so I have several titles from this series. I just 
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want to report that this specific one, on Mountain View, is especially well done! Where it shows is the care given to 
the researching of the photo captions. Eg, the captions in this volume detail which way the camera is facing. (This is 
something I do not universally find in local photo collections.) Also, the photos cover a satisfyingly broad spectrum.If 
you are a collector of history of Mountain View, then you might have reason to already own the excellent book 
"Milestones" by Mary Jo Ignoffo. If you do, then get this one too: the coverage does not overlap.6 of 6 people found 
the following review helpful. I remember that building!By Kevin LauderdalePaging through this book is like revisiting 
my young adulthood spent in Mountain View, my favorite city in what is now Silicon Valley. This book is a collection 
of photos from circa 1900 (old houses) to the 1990s (Shoreline Amphitheater). If you were there in the 1970s - 1990s, 
paging through this book will bring back a million memories. Look, it's the Mountain Bay Plaza (being built from the 
TOP DOWN!)! Look, it's the old Emporium! The Old Mill! The hangars at Moffett Field! The garbage dump that 
became Shoreline! Castro street over many years! Isn't that bank now a bar?! Fantastic! (I don't know if it's profound, 
but it's FUN!)

Mountain View earned its name for its scenic vantage pointbetween the Santa Cruz and Diablo ranges. Founded as a 
stagecoach stop along the El Camino Real in 1852, Mountain View became a diverse and bountiful agricultural 
community in the Valley of Hearts Delight. During the depths of the Depression, Bay Area citizens raised almost half 
a million dollars to purchase land north of town that was offered to the navy. The gamble paid off with the opening of 
Moffett Naval Air Station in 1933, inaugurating Mountain Views turn toward commercial and residential 
development. It was in an old apricot storage barn on San Antonio Road that William Shockley founded the first 
silicon manufacturing company in 1956, making it the true birthplace of the Silicon Valley.

About the AuthorAuthor Nicholas Perry, a graduate student in city planning at the University of California, Berkeley, 
is a fourth-generation Mountain View resident and author of several in-depth historical articles for the Mountain View 
Voice and Palo Alto Weekly. He has drawn from the extensive photographic archives of the Mountain View Historical 
Association and the Mountain View Library to create this visual journey through time, bringing us from the sun-
striped orchards of long ago to the prosperous technological powerhouse of today. 


